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Dear Friends in Christ, 

I N THE PAST FEW MONTHS, Bishop Burbidge began two big 
projects that have bearing on Saint James School. On Sunday, November 
21st, the feast of Christ the King, he opened the first year of preparation 

for the Diocese of Arlington’s Golden Jubilee. The theme of this year is 
Remember. We look back and remember the many blessings God has bestowed 
on the Church in Northern Virginia over the past 50 years. Of course, since 
Saint James has been around longer than the Diocese itself, we have even more 
to remember and celebrate!
 Now, at the heart of education is the mission to remember, to hand on to 
future generations the knowledge, writings, art, history, and wisdom of the past. 
At the heart of Catholic education is to accomplish all of that, as well as to 
remember – to hand down – the truths of the Catholic faith. We strive to give our 
students the knowledge of their story as children of God. By remembering God’s 
words and actions, and by making them present in the Sacraments, we give the 
students a knowledge of eternal value, that they are children of God. 
 During this year of Remember, the Bishop has asked us to focus on revitalizing 
faith in the Eucharist. As we hear at every Mass, Jesus commanded His Apostles 
at the Last Supper, Do this in memory of me. Of course, the Eucharist is more 
than a memory; it is the making present of Christ’s sacrifice of love for us. And 
the children of Saint James encounter that as they attend Mass every week with 
their class, and once a month with the whole school. By their participation in the 
Mass, they remember and learn God’s love, made present in the Eucharist.
 Second, in September Bishop Burbidge announced the new Diocesan 
strategic plan. This five-year plan has as one of its goals making Catholic schools 
more affordable and accessible. For us at Saint James to achieve that goal requires 
our renewed energy and creativity, and your continued support. By way of your generosity, we have been able to make the 

great education at Saint James affordable and available to more families. This 
availability was especially important this past year, when the Covid situation 
prompted so many families to turn to our school. As our full classrooms and long 
waiting lists attest, it continues to be a great need.
      So, I appeal again to your generosity with this year’s Annual Appeal. In light 
of the Bishop’s initiatives, please help us continue and broaden our mission of 
remembering what God has done for us and how He has made us His children. 
       Through the intercession of our Lady, Saint Joseph, and Saint James, may the 
Lord bless and keep you.

Sincerely in Christ, 

Fr. Scalia

      



ST. JA M ES CATHOLIC CH U RCHA N N UA L A PPEA L •  PAGE 2

Igniting the Potential in Each Child
Dear Friends of Saint James Catholic School,

A S THIS SEASON OF HOPE SURROUNDS US,  I would 
like to take this opportunity to thank each of you whose continued 
support makes all of our hopes for our students come true. The 

generous support received from our parish and school community this year 
provided for updates to many old textbooks, 14 more Promethean ActivPanels 
and my daily boost of joy as we continue to work together delivering the best 
education we can for our students!
 The end of the year brought a change to our school. Sister 
Melissa received an assignment from our IHM Congregation to 
serve as principal at Saint Monica School in Philadelphia. While 
we miss her very much, I am very grateful to announce that 
we welcomed Sister Kathryn Teresa, IHM as our new assistant 
principal. We also bid farewell to Mrs. Deirdre Prahm, Mrs. 
Marian O’Brien and Mrs. Connie Donnelly who retired, and 
also to Mrs. Maureen McNulty-Stephens and Mr. Antuan Webb 
who followed other opportunities in their careers. Mrs. Mary 
Clarke also decided it was time to fully enjoy her retirement!
 Despite the challenges of COVID, we have been abundantly 
blessed. Our enrollment increased to 496 students, including 57 students in our 
preschool which is in its second year. We also have a lengthy waitlist and pray 
we will be able to add more students once the pandemic is fully behind us. 
 As I look at all that we have at our disposal at Saint James, I am in awe. It 
was such a blessing to be able to update our reading and literature books for 
the Middle School and the primary classes. In the coming year we hope to be 
able to provide grades 3, 4 and 5 with a new reading series, as well. We are 
also in great need of new desks for every grade level. And finally, I pray daily 
that we will have enough financial resources (via scholarships and financial 
aid) to ensure that all who desire a Catholic education can attain it. Your 
continued support is vital to making these goals happen.
 Thank you for your generous support in the past and know how grateful I 
am for the support you may be able to extend this year. You are remembered 
daily in the prayers of the students, teachers, staff and everyone here at school. 
May God bless you in abundance for your wonderful and generous heart!

Blessings,

Sister Mary Sue, IHM

 OUR SCHOOL AT A GLANCE 

•  In 1923, under the leadership of Mother 
Josepha Clarke, the Sisters of the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary (IHM) took 
over the teaching and administration of 
the school with 92 students.

•  In 1953, Saint James School was the 
largest Catholic school in Virginia, 
with 2,000 students!

•  Enrollment peaked in 1956-57 with 
2,297 students. K-2 studied in split 
shifts; some classes had 60 students.

•  Today, there 496 students, including 57 
in our new preschool (plus a waitlist!).  

•  Under the IHM’s leadership, our 
school’s reputation for academic 
excellence, service and spiritual 
formation continues to thrive. 

 
See Doers of the Word: 125 Years of History at  
St. James, by Carol Anne Jones, 2017

Sister Mary Sue holds the award from the Falls 
Church News Press for the Best Private School 
in Falls Church, VA for 2021.

Sister Kathryn Teresa, IHM
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H I S T O R Y
For over a hundred years Saint James Catholic School has provided our students 
with academic excellence in a virtue based environment where “Jesus is the 
Center and Mary is the Model.”  Our students are joyful, intelligent and engaged 
individuals who understand the importance of Christian leadership, service and 
gratitude. Established in 2012, the SJS Annual Appeal keeps our 100+ year 
old school competitive, accessible and affordable to all who desire an authentic 
Catholic education. 

I M PA C T
The SJS Annual Appeal makes up the “financial gap” between the school’s 
annual tuition and what it actually costs to educate each student.   We 
are proud of the enrichment programs that our parish school provides in 
advanced math, music, art, technology, and robotics.  These supplemental 
programs keep our school competitive with other private schools but require 
yearly financial support.

In 2020, Saint James School was awarded its third National Blue Ribbon 
of Excellence.  Only eight Virginia schools received this prestigious award. 
Nationwide, Saint James School was ranked in the top 50 of all private schools.

W H Y  S H O U L D  I  G I V E ? 
One of the pillars of Bishop Burbidge’s strategic plan is to “invigorate Catholic 
education for all” by nurturing our students “spiritually, intellectually and 
humanly so they can go out into the culture and positively transform it for the 
glory of God.”  To do this, we need to make Catholic education “affordable 
and accessible to all and develop sustainable funding models.”  

The school is an extension of the parish.  As a unified community, our goal is 
to make the gift of Catholic education a reality for all who desire it.  Please 
help us achieve this goal.  Your gift is an investment in the future of our 
Society and Church.

$ 4 0 , 0 0 0  C H A L L E N G E  M A T C H ! 
A generous couple has offered to kick off this year’s Annual Appeal with a 
challenge match. Every dollar you donate will be matched up to $40,000. This 
couple fervently believes in the importance of Catholic education. They have 
a particular affection for our award-winning parish school – the teachers, 
the students and the community it fosters.  They believe that our teachers are 
the finest educators they have ever encountered and that through them, our 
students are able to not only thrive academically but to grow in the virtues of 
service and citizenship. By providing this matching gift, they hope to inspire 
many donations to the SJS Annual Appeal and help us reach our goal in 
record time.   
          G O A L :  $  8 0 , 0 0 0 

H OW  CA N  I  G I V E?
You can give a one-time gift or 
monthly gift via the Faith Direct link 
on our website: https://membership.
faithdirect.net/givenow/ VA50/22645

Or you can mail a check to:
Saint James Catholic Church
Attn: Kathleen Anderson,  
Director of Development 
905 Park Avenue 
Falls Church, VA 22046
Include “Annual Appeal” in the memo line.

Annual Appeal
T H E  2 0 2 1 - 2 0 2 2  S A I N T  J A M E S  S C H O O L 

Sister Kathryn Teresa, IHM
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9 05  PA R K  AV E N U E 
FA L L S  C H U RC H,  V I RGI N I A  2 2 0 4 6 

Saint James
C AT H OL IC   C H U RC H

May God bless you all for your generosity and goodness.  
     Saint James, pray for us!

Our mission is to educate the 
whole child within the Catholic 
faith tradition by promoting 
academic excellence, spiritual 
formation and Christian service.  
Imbued with the IHM Charism, 
where Jesus is the Center and 
Mary is the Model, we strive to 
inspire, lead, and challenge our 
students to fully develop their 
God-given abilities.

Igniting the potential in each child for over a century


